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Application/Control Number: 1 0/648, 1 07 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3671 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

♦ 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kovacs. 

Regarding claim I6 9 Kovacs (Figs. 1 A-1C) discloses a loader linkage comprising: 

a loader frame (unnumbered portion of tractor/vehicle T which is integrally connected to 
the flange members 12-15,37,38 in Figs. 1A-1C); 

a boom (lift arms 18,19) having a loader end (20,21) and an attachment end (22,23), a 
middle portion (unnumbered) being located between the loader and attachment ends , the loader 
end (20,21) of the boom (18,19) being pivotally coupled to the loader frame (unnumbered, as 
noted above) by a boom pivot (16,17); 

an attachment (B) is pivotally coupled (at 24,25) to the attachment end (22,23) of the 
boom (18,19) and having an angular position relative to the boom (18,19); 

an attachment tilt linkage (35) controls the angular position of the attachment (B) relative 
to the boom (18,19), the attachment tilt linkage (35) comprises a floating bell crank (knuckle 
36,40,41,44) that is pivotally coupled (at 39) to the loader frame (unnumbered) independent of 
the boom (18,19), the floating bell crank (36) having drive end (40,42, Fig. 1C) and a driven end 
(45, Fig. 1C), a linear actuator (48) extends between the loader frame (unnumbered) and the 
driven end (45) of the floating bell crank (36) for pivoting the floating bell crank (36), an 
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attachment link (50, Figs. IB, 1C) is pivotally coupled (at 54) to the drive end (40,42) of the 
. floating bell crank (36) and extends to the attachment (B) for controlling the angular position of 
the attachment (B) relative to the boom (18,19). 

Regarding claim 19, Kovacs discloses a work vehicle (Figs. 1 A-1C, col. 5, lines 20-25) 
for performing a work operation, the work vehicle comprising: 

a frame (unnumbered portion of tractor/vehicle T); 

ground engaging means (unnumbered, see col. 3, lines 22-25 and col. 5, line 24 
regarding the use of tractors, bulldozers and skid-steered tractors which would necessarily have 
ground-engaging means) for supporting and propelling the frame (unnumbered); 

a mast (upwardly-extending flange members 12-15, 37,38 (Figs. 1A-1C) extending 

i 

upwardly from the frame (unnumbered); 

a boom (lift arms 18,19) having a loader end (20,21) and an attachment end (22,23), a 
middle portion (unnumbered) being located between the loader and attachment ends , the loader 
end (20,21) of the boom (18,19) being pivotally coupled to the loader frame (unnumbered, as 
noted above) by a boom pivot (16,17); 

an attachment (B) is pivotally coupled (at 24,25) to the attachment end (22,23) of the 
boom (18,19) and having an angular position relative to the boom (18,19); 

an attachment tilt linkage (35) controls the angular position of the attachment (B) relative 
to the boom (18,19), the attachment tilt linkage (35) comprises a floating bell crank (knuckle 
36,40,41,44) that is pivotally coupled (at 39) to the loader frame (unnumbered) independent of 
the boom (18,19), the floating bell crank (36) having drive end (40,42, Fig. 1C) and a driven end 
(45, Fig. 1C), a linear actuator (48) extends between the loader frame (unnumbered) and the 
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driven end (45) of the floating bell crank (36) for pivoting the floating bell crank (36), an 
attachment link (50, Figs. IB, 1C) is pivotally coupled (at 54) to the drive end (40,42) of the 
floating bell crank (36) and extends to the attachment (B) for controlling the angular position of 
the attachment (B) relative to the boom (1 8,19). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1 - 1 5 are allowed. 

Claims 17, 18, 20 and 21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

* 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher J. Novosad whose telephone number is 703-308- 
2246. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 5:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Will can be reached at 703-308-3870. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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